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Never be fooled again

Many authentic Belgian beers now carry a quality label

Robyn Boyle

ver been surprised to find
Eout, after praising your all-

time favourite “Belgian” beer,
that it is in fact brewed by a multi-
national in some other country?
These kinds of disappointments
are best avoided, but that is made
difficult with the current trend that
has many a foreign brew market-
ing itself as a “Belgian Style Ale”

Thankfully, a non-profit organi-
sation called Belgian Family Brew-
ers (BFB) has created a special
label to protect and promote truly
Belgian beers. The label, repre-
sented by a tricolour BFB logo
indicative of the national flag,
guarantees a unique product from
an independent Belgian brew-
ery that has met certain quality
standards. To obtain a BFB label,
the brewery must be continuously
active and in the hands of the same
family for at least 50 years, which
must be single-handedly in charge
of the commercialisation of its
beer. The family may not bottle
their brew under any other name
or label.

Launched in November of last
year, BFB now counts 11 member
breweries, nine of which are
located in Flanders. In this series
that celebrates the first anniversary
of the label, we'll introduce you to
a new member every week this
month. The first: Bosteels Brewery
in Buggenhout.

The Bosteels family has been
brewing beer for over 200 years
in the small village not far from
Dendermonde in East Flanders.
The brewery still looks a lot like
the quaint brick farmstead that
physician JB Bosteels bought for
his family back in 1791 (the “estab-
lished” date we see on their labels
today).

It was the doctor’s son, Joseph
Bosteels, who began brewing
beer at the site in 1843, an ideal
complementary activity to his role
as Buggenhout’s mayor. His sons,
in turn, hired the famous Ghent
architect Louis Minard (as in the
Minardschouwburg in  Ghent)
to design the family residence in
1859.

Through the years, the white-
washed house has been beautifully
restored with maximum respect
for the original, neo-classical
style. The listed house and several
free-standing buildings encircle
a spacious inner courtyard. Close

Discover
more Flemish .
speciality beer.s in
our ongoing series on
Belgian Family Brewers
this month

Pick your poison: Antoine Bosteels is  seventh-generation brewer with a BFB quality label

by, antique horse-drawn carriages
are parked, as if waiting patiently
for the brewery’s next promo-
tional event. Here I was greeted by
seventh generation brewer Antoine
Bosteels who runs the business
alongside his father, Ivo Bosteels.

Even with the brewery’s enor-
mous success, Antoine speaks
modestly about their three famous
niche beers: Pauwel Kwak, Deus
Brut des Flandres and Tripel
Karmeliet. At no other brewer in
the world will you find three more
divergent beers in terms of origin,
style, appearance and flavour.

Kwak, to begin with, is histor-
ically linked to the region. In the
late 18th century, Pauwel Kwak
was a brewer and innkeeper of
De Hoorn in Dendermonde.
“His Kwak beer was very popu-
lar among locals, in particular the
many coachmen who would stop
there for a rest,” explains Antoine.
“This being the time of Napoleon,
a law was passed that required
coachmen to stay with their horse
and carriage at all times”

Since the coachmen could no
longer go inside for a drink, Kwak
designed a glass that would bring
the drink to the coachmen. The
tall, skinny glass with a bulb at
the bottom came with a wooden
handle that, when fixed to the
carriage, allowed the coachmen to
continue to enjoy their favourite
beer, even while underway. “The
foot was added later so that the
glass could be placed on a table,
but historically it was a hanging
glass” adds Antoine. Kwak is a
strong (8.4% alcohol), full-bodied

ale, amber in colour with a dense,
creamy head, a sweet, malty aroma
and only a slightly bitter finish.

Deus Brut des Flandres, mean-
while, is a Bosteels speciality beer
so unique that it is often mistaken
for a bottle of sparkling wine. “At
a large brunch with my extended
family several years ago, each
table had a selection of wines and
Champagnes to choose from, with
each bottle chilled on ice,” explains
Antoine. “As a brewer, of course, it
struck me that there was no beer
available, despite the fact that we
also have 75 cl bottles. That's when
I thought to take our beer produc-
tion one step further, to make it
more exclusive?”

“There are more old boozers than old doctors”:

After much research, the brewer
finally chose a partner in France to
help create Deus. The beer begins
its fermentation at Bosteels before
travelling to the Champagne
region for further maturation.
What ensues is a complex proc-
ess whereby the bottles are placed
horizontally and rotated periodi-
cally so as to collect the yeast sedi-

ment in the neck of the bottle,
which is then frozen and the sedi-
ment expelled.

After more than 12 months of
this high-maintenance condition-
ing, the result is a golden, highly
carbonated brew with a thick,
meringue-like head. Its aroma,
both spicy and fruity, hints at the
very high alcohol content (11.5%).
Served in flute glasses, Deus
makes for an excellent aperitif and
is certainly worthy of its own ice
bucket at the most elegant social
gatherings.

Talk about saving the best for
last: Tripel Karmeliet has recently
drawn a lot of media attention after
being awarded the title “World’s

words to live by from Bosteels

Best Ale” from the international
consumer magazine Beers of the
World. Last August, the maga-
zine led a blind tasting in London
where a panel of judges agreed that
Tripel Karmeliet was the best in its
class, among hundreds of entries.

The story of the beer’s origin
is also exceptional, and one that
Antoine clearly enjoys telling.
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“In the early 1990s, we knew we
wanted to create a new beer that
was blonde, re-fermented in the
bottle and made up of different
kinds of grain” he says. “After
three years of testing, we ultimately
chose the three-grain combination
of wheat, barley and oats”

All that was left to do was choose
a name. While leafing through a
book on the brewer history of the
region, Antoine happened across
an ancient recipe created by a
Carmelite Monastery in Dender-
monde in 1679. The three-grain
recipe was almost identical to the
one Bosteels Brewery had formu-
lated. Hence the name, leaving
Antoine to move on to other things,
like making the drawings for the
label and designing the glass.

The glass alone is so voluptuous
and self-assured, one can’t help but
have high expectations of the beer.
And Tripel Karmeliet delivers. It
pours golden yellow with a very
prominent, billowy white head.
Citrus fruits, vanilla and spices are
very present in both aroma and
taste, while the wheat provides for
a refreshing crispness going down.
Not too much notion of the high
alcohol content (8.4%), but what
makes the biggest impression is its
unprecedented oaty creaminess.

“Our products are for tasting,”
Antoine explains, “which means
you don’t drink them standing up
in a pub. You have to really take
your time to enjoy them, seated
around a table with friends”

online
www.belgianfamilybrewers.be
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Classical & New Music

Antwerp

Amuz

Kammenstraat 81; 03.248.28.28

NOV 9 15.00 Andrassy Trio: Graupner,
Mozart, Siissmayr, Druschetzky

Queen Elisabeth Hall
Koningin Astridplein 26; 0900.26.060
NOV 8 20.00 Wim Mertens Ensemble

Bruges

Concertgebouw

‘t Zand 34; 070.22.33.02,
www.concertgebouw.be

NOV 5 20.00 Critical Band, tribute to
American composer James Tenney by
Bllndman and Champ d’Action

Brussels

Bozar (Paleis Voor Schone Kunsten)
Ravensteinstraat 23; 02.507.82.00,
www.bozar.be

NOV 7 20.00 Belgian National
Orchestra, conducted by Walter Weller,
with Karin Adam, violin: Dvorak,
Glazunov

NOV 8 20.00 Bamberger Symphoniker,
conducted by Jonathan Nott, with
Pierre-Laurent Aimard, piano:
Schonberg, Berg, Varese, Bartok

NOV 9 11.00 Muriel Sarlette, oboe;
Caridad Galindo, piano: Britten,
Poulenc, Skalkottas, Chong, Poot,
Kalliwoda.

De Munt

Muntplein; 070.23.39.39,
www.demunt.be

NOV 7 20.30 Femke Sonnen and Yuri
Higashida, violin; Luk Nielandt, oboe;
Ludmilla Tschakalova, harpsichord:
Marais’s Sonnerie de Sainte-Geneviéve
du Mont-de-Paris, Couperin’s Concerts
Royaux

Flagey

Heilig Kruisplein; 02.641.10.20,
www.flagey.be

NOV 7 20.15 Brussels Philharmonic:
Mendelssohn, Brahms, Shostakovich
NOV 9 11.00 Frederick Haas, ‘Hemsch’
harpsichord: Rameau

NOV 10 20.00 New World Concert:
Charlemagne Orchestra for Europe,
conducted by Bartholomeus-Henri
Van de Velde: Strauss’ Four Last Songs,
Dvorak’s Symphony No 9, op 95

20.15 Ictus Quartet: Webern,
Stravinsky, Ligeti, Steen-Anderson

Royal Music Conservatory
Regentschapsstraat 30; 02.213.41.37
NOV 5 20.00 La Risonanza, conducted
by Fabio Bonizzoni, with Roberta
Invernizzi, soprano: Purcell, Handel
NOV 11 20.00 Jerusalem String Quartet
with Martin Frost, clarinet: Beethoven,
Smetana, Brahms

Sint-Marcuskerk

de Frélaan 72; 02.331.37.14,
www.32sonates.be

NOV 7 19.30 Sophie Gourlet, flute;
Florian Noack, piano: Schubert, Sancan,
Reinecke, Medtner

Hasselt

Grenslandhallen

Gouv. Verwilghensingel 70; 0900.69.900
www.musichall.be

NOV 10 20.00 Nabucco by Verdi with
the Sofia National Opera, conducted by
Borislav Ivanov

Antwerp

Stadsschouwburg

Theaterplein 1; 0900.69.900,
www.musichall.be

NOV 6 20.00 Verdi’s Nabucco by the
Sofia National Opera, conducted by
Borislav Ivanov

Vlaamse Opera

Frankrijklei 3; 070.22.02.02

NOV 7-18 20.00 The Rape of
Lucretia by Benjamin Britten, a new
co-production with Operastudio
Vlaanderen, conducted by Elgar
Howarth

Brussels

Bozar (Paleis Voor Schone Kunsten)
Ravensteinstraat 23; 02.507.82.00,
www.bozar.be

NOV 9 20.00 Les Arts Florissants in Les
Indes galantes, opera-ballet by Rameau,
conducted by William Christie

Vorst-Nationaal

Victor Rousseaulaan 208; 0900.00.991
NOV 8-9 20.00 Carmina Burana by
Carl Orff and El Amor Brujo by de
Falla, with the Sofia National Opera
conducted by Borislav Ivanov

NOV 11 20.00 Nabucco by Verdi with
the Sofia National Opera, conducted by
Borislav Ivanov

Ostend

Kursaal (Casino)

Monacoplein; 0900.69.900,
www.musichall.be

NOV 7 20.00 Nabucco by Verdi with
the Sofia National Opera, conducted by
Borislav Ivanov

Juzz & blues

Antwerp

Queen Elisabeth Hall
Koningin Astridplein 26; 0900.26.060
NOV 5 20.00 Herbie Hancock Sextet

Brussels

Flagey

Heilig Kruisplein; 02.641.10.20,
www.flagey.be

NOV 7 12.30 Robin Verheyen,
saxophone; Aki Rissanen, piano
NOV 12 20.15 Youth Jazz Orchestra

Jazz Station

Leuvensesteenweg 193-195;
02.733.13.78

NOV 5 20.30 Greg Houben Trio NOV
6 20.30 Jazz Station Big Band: Bob
Mintzer special concert NOV 7 20.30
Thomas Champagne Trio NOV 8 18.00
Electric Miles Project NOV 12 20.30
Pascal Mohy Trio

Sass’n Jazz

Koningsstraat 241; www.sazznjazz.be
NOV 5 20.30 SM’s Steady Wednesdays
NOV 6 & 13 20.30 Nicolas 'Herbette
Experience + Jam Session

Sounds Jazz Club

Tulpenstraat 28; 02.512.92.50,
www.soundsjazzclub.be

NOV 8 21.00 Geezer Young and The
Witness

The Music Village

Steenstraat 50; 02.513.13.45

Concerts at 20.30:

NOV 6 Folk-Tassignon Quartet NOV
7 Ivan Paduart NOV 8 The Cotton City
Jazz Band NOV 11 Fréquences Jazz
NOV 12 Sian Pottock

Ghent

Vooruit

St Pietersnieuwstraat 23; 0900.26.060,
www.vooruit.be

NOV 6 20.00 Henry Threadgill

Pop, rock, hip-hop, soul

Antwerp

Lotto Arena

Schijnpoortweg 119; 0900.26.060
NOV 12 19.00 Amon Amarth +
Mastodon + Trivium + Slayer

Sportpaleis

Schijnpoortweg 119; 0900.26.060

Until NOV 8 20.30 Night of the Proms,
classical/pop line-up with Simple
Minds, Live, Sinéad O’Connor, John
Miles and more

Borgerhout

Hof Ter Lo

Noordersingel 30; 03.543.90.30

NOV 9 16.45 Carnifex + Whitechapel
+ Protest the Hero + Architects +
Despised Icon + Unearth + Parkway
Drive

NOV 10 20.00 ‘Heidenfest 2008’:
Finntroll + Primordial + Eluveitie +
Equilibrium + Catamenia + Manegarm
NOV 12 20.00 Tricky

Luchtbal Cultuurcentrum
Columbiastraat 8; 03.543.90.30,
www.ccluchtbal.org

NOV 11 20.30 The Last Poets

Brussels

Ancienne Belgique

Anspachlaan 110; 02.548.24.24

NOV 5 20.00 Trust NOV 6 20.00

De Heideroosjes. Kora NOV 7 18.30
Screening of film Joy Division + Kevin
Hewick + Section 25 & Peter Hook

+ afterparty with DJs. NOV 8 20.00
Cocoon NOV 9 20.00 Cold War Kids
NOV 10 19.30 Roots Manuva + GZA
NOV 11 20.00 Black Kids. Elbow

Bozar (Paleis Voor Schone Kunsten)
Ravensteinstraat 23; 02.507.82.00,
www.bozar.be

NOV 12 20.00 Tracy Chapman

Halles de Schaerbeek
Koninklijke Sinte-Mariastraat 22;
02.218.21.07

NOV 10 20.00 Pendulum

Koninklijk Circus
Onderrichtsstraat 81; 02.218.20.15
NOV 7 20.00 Rokia Traoré + Bai
Kamara Jnr

NOV 11 20.00 Chuck Berry

Le Botanique

Koningstraat 236; 02.218.37.32
Concerts at 20.00:

NOV 5 Syd Matters + Mariée Sioux.
Volcano + Why? NOV 7 Metronomy
+ Ladytron. Lang Horne Slim +
Dead Science + Shearwater NOV 8
White Rainbow + Valet + Jackie O
Motherfcker NOV 9 Sky Larkin +
Lovvers + Los Campesinos. Sam Sparro
NOV 10 Cursive. The Ting Tings

Don't miss this week

Johannette Zomer &
Fred Jacobs

16 November, 15.00,
Augustinus Muziekcentrum
(Amuz), Kammenstraat 81,
Antwerp. Tickets from
03.229.18.80 or www.amuz.be

he English lute song is all

the rage these days, ever
since Sting got a lute as a present
and recorded some songs by
the Elizabethan master John
Dowland. The programme for
this concert is somewhat more
recent, featuring works by
Henry Purcell, Robert Johnson
and Henry Lawes, the latter of
whom was sent by Charles II to
Italy and France to check out the
latest advances in composition
- so seriously were these things
taken in those days. The lutenist
is Fred Jacobs, who gives master
classes in the Netherlands and
is much in demand all over
Europe. The singer is Dutch
soprano Johannette Zomer
(photo), who has worked exten-
sively with Belgian conductors
Philippe Herreweghe and René
Jacobs.

NOV 11 Ma Rain + Luka Bloom Ron
Sexsmith NOV 12 Stereolab

Recyclart

Ursulinenstraat 25; 02.502.57.34,
www.recyclart.be

NOV 10 21.00 The Magnetix + Jack of
Hearts + Hell*Zo

VK Club

Schoolstraat 76; 02.414.29.07
NOV 7 20.15 Black Sheep + TBA +
Guerilla Poubelle

Ghent

Capitole

Graaf van Vlaanderenplein 5;
0900.69.00

NOV 10 20.00 Tom Helsen

Charlatan

Vlasmarkt 6; 09.224.24.57

NOV 12 20.00 These Arms Are Snakes
+ Russian Circles

De Centrale

Kraankindersstraat 2; 09.265.98.28,
www.decentrale.be

NOV 12 20.00 The Datsuns + El Guapo
Stuntteam + The Chart Birds

Vooruit

St Pietersnieuwstraat 23; 0900.26.060,
www.vooruit.be

NOV 7 20.00 Daniel Johnston

NOV 8 21.00 The Slackers

NOV 12 20.00 Slow Club + Confuse
the Cat

Hasselt

Muziekodroom

Bootstraat 9; www.muziekodroom.be
NOV 6 20.00 Warren Suicide + T
Raumschmiere

Kortrijk

De Kreun

Jan Persijnstraat 6; 056.37.06.44,
www.dekreun.be

NOV 6 20.00 Flip Kowlier

NOV 8-9 Sonic City Festival: Zu,
Candy Hank

NOV 13-14 Tom Helsen

Leopoldsburg

CC Leopoldsburg
Kastanjedreef 1; 011.34.65.48,
www.ccleopoldsburg.be
NOV 7 20.15 Jerez-Texas
NOV 8 20.15 Guido Belcanto

Leuven

Het Depot

Martelarenplein 12; 016.22.06.03
Concerts at 20.00:

NOV 5 Ma Rain + Luka Bloom NOV
6 Hermano NOV 10 Tony Joe White
NOV 11 Kane

Stuk

Naamsestraat 96; 016.32.03.20

NOV 7 22.00 Nononoise Live

NOV 12 22.30 Perverted + Grant Hart

World, folk

Antwerp

Zuiderpershuis

Waalse Kaai 14; 03.248.01.00,
www.zuiderpershuis.be

NOV 6 20.30 Monica Salmaso (Brazil)
NOV 7 20.30 Asere (Cuba)

NOV 9 20.30 Cristobal Repetto, tango

Brussels

Sounds Jazz Club

Tulpenstraat 28; 02.512.92.50,
www.soundsjazzclub.be

NOV 5 22.00 Caribe Con K — Los
Soneros del Barrio, Caribbean music
NOV 6 22.00 Antonio Segura
‘Flamenko Project’

The Music Village

Steenstraat 50; 02.513.13.45

NOV 13 20.30 Rey Cabrera invites
Moune a Case

Wolubilis

Paul Hymanslaan 251; 02.761.60.30,
www.wolubilis.be

NOV 5 20.30 Pari Maleki & Konya
Ensemble (Iran)

Antwerp

Stadsschouwburg

Theaterplein 1; 0900.69.900,
www.musichall.be

NOV 5 20.00 Boris Eifman Ballet in
Tchaikovsky, choreographed by Boris
Eifman

Brussels

KVS Bol

Lakensestraat 146; 02.210.11.12,
www.kvs.be

NOV 11-13 20.00 Nine Finger, dance/
performance by Fumiyo Ikeda,
Benjamin Verdonck and Alain Platel (in
English)

Antwerp

Antwerpen X

Berchem, Antwerpse Ring; 070.344.555,
www.daens.be

Until DEC 13 Daens: The Musical,
extended by popular demand (in Dutch
with French surtitles)

Klokhuis Theatre

Parochiaanstraat 4; 0495.31.76.87,
tickets@yahoo.com

Until NOV 8 20.15 British American
Theatre Society in Last of the Red Hot
Lovers by Neil Simon (in English)

Stadsschouwburg

Theaterplein 1; 0900.69.900,
www.musichall.be

NOV 7-9 Supervrouw by Els de
Schepper, one-woman show (in Dutch)

Ardooie

Cultuurkapel De Schaduw
Wezestraat 32; 0479.80.94.82,
www.deschaduw.net

NOV 7 20.30 Psychosis by Sarah Kane
(in English)

Brussels

Kaaistudio’s

Onze-Lieve-Vrouw van Vaakstraat 81;
02.201.59.59, www.kaaitheater.be
NOV 6 20.30 LEX, written and staged
by Peter Verhelst (in English, Latin and
Hebrew with Dutch surtitles)

The Warehouse Studio Theatre
Waelhemstraat 69a; www.shaksoc.com
NOV 11-15 20.00 Brussels Shakespeare
Society in Will and the Ghost by Aoise
Stratford, Extracts from Hamlet and
Extracts from Macbeth

Ghent

Theater Tinnenpot
Tinnenpotstraat 21; 09.225.18.60,
www.tinnenpot.be

NOV 8 20.00 Martin De Jonghe,
comedy (in Dutch)

Opwijk
Cultureel Centrum
Kloosterstraat 7; 052.36.51.72

NOV 6 20.30 Woest, solo performance
by Tom Lanoye (in Dutch)

Visual arts

Aalst

De Werf Cultural Centre

Molenstraat 51; 053.73.28.12

Until NOV 23 Van Propo tot nu, show
on the theme of art in a social and
political context, with works by Marcel
Marién, Panamarenko, Roger Somville,
Marcel Broodthaers and Roger Raveel,
among others. Half the show takes place
at Stedelijk Museum ‘t Gasthuys, Oude
Vismarkt 13

Antwerp

Until DEC 7 Broodthaers & friends,
works by Belgian artist Marcel
Broodthaers shown with works by
Panamarenko, Robert Filliou, Bernd
Lohaus, Guy Rombouts and Walter
Swennen

Until JAN 4 The order of Things, group
show questioning the use of archival
images
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Extra City

Tulpstraat 79; 0484.42.10.70

Until NOV 16 Mother’s Day,
audiovisual installation by Smadar
Dreyfus

Fotomuseum

Waalse Kaai 47; 03.242.93.00

Until DEC 7 Chris Marker: Staring
Back, photography by French
filmmaker Chris Marker

Until JAN 4 Gérald Dauphin,
retrospective of work by the Antwerp
photographer (1938-2007)

Until JAN 4 Een wereld zonder einde
(A World Without End), retrospective
of work by Belgian photographer
Marie-Francoise Plissart

Middelheim Museum
Middelheimlaan 6; 03.827.15.34
Until DEC 14 Rodin: Balzac, story of
a masterwork, tribute to the French
sculptor’s famous work

Modemuseum (MoMu)
Nationalestraat 28; 03.470.27.70,
www.momu.be

Until FEB 8 Maison Martin Margiela
“20” The Exhibition, celebrating the
20th anniversary of the fashion house
established by the famous Antwerp
designer

Ardooie

Cultuurkapel De Schaduw
Wezestraat 32; 0479.80.94.82,
www.deschaduw.net

NOV 7 20.30 Photos by Tilde De
Wandel

Bilzen

Landcommanderij Alden Biesen
Kasteelstraat 6; 089.51.93.42

Until DEC 14 Limburg in ‘t geweer, 300
years of military history in Limburg
province, with paintings, drawings,
weapons and models

Bruges

Arentshuis

Dijver 16; 050.44.87.11

Until DEC 7 Giinter Brus, retrospective

of the avant-garde Austrian on his 70th
birthday

Groeningemuseum

Dijver 12; 050.44.87.43

Until DEC 31 Leuven Loans, 15th-
and 16th-century paintings and
woodcarvings from Leuvens Van der
Kelen-Mertens museum

Until JAN 4 Stradanus: Artist at

the Medici Court, retrospective of
Bruges-born artist Johannes Stradanus,
with paintings, drawings, prints and
tapestries

Brussels

Argos — Centre for Art and Media
Werfstraat 13; 02.229.00.03,
www.argosarts.org

Until JAN 3 Interstitial Zones, 15 artists
offer a critical alternative to the mass
media’s coverage of modern history

Bibliotheca Wittockiana

Bemelstraat 23; 02.770.53.33

Until FEB 28 25 Years of Passion
Shared, the Wittockiana collection of
fine, hand-crafted book bindings since
the Renaissance

deBuren

Leopoldstraat 6; 02.212.19.30,
www.deburen.eu

Until DEC 12 World One Minutes
Brussels, the best one-minute videos
from 90 countries

De Elektriciteitscentrale European
Centre for Contemporary Art

Sint Katelijneplein 44; 02.279.64.35
Until JAN 11 Réfléchir le monde
(Reflecting the World), photographs,
video and installations by
contemporary French artists on the
occasion of the European Union’s
French Presidency

Flemish Parliament
IJzerenkruisstraat 299; 02.552.40.43
Until DEC 20 Screenworlds,
contemporary Flemish photography,
with work by Carl De Keyzer, Caroline

Van Poucke, Jimmy Kets, Stephan
Vanfleteren, Tim Dirven and Tony
Leduc, among many others

ING Cultural Centre

Koningsplein 6; 02.547.22.92

Until MAR 15 Oceania: Signs of Ritual,
Symbols of Authority, sculptures,
masks, artefacts, weapons and
utilitarian objects from Melanesia,
Polynesia and Micronesia

ISELP

Waterloosesteenweg 31;02.504.80.70
Until NOV 29 Hymne, installation by
Claude Léveque

Until NOV 29 La Concubine,
photographs by Stephanie Friedli
Until NOV 29 Jewellery by Isabelle
Carpentier and ceramics by Marie-
Agnés Marlair

Instituto Cervantes

Tervurenlaan 64; 02.737.01.90

Until NOV 15 Amor/Desamor, video
works on the theme of love by 28
Spanish artists

Jewish Museum of Belgium
Minimenstraat 21; 02.512.19.63

Until DEC 28 Inedit, Idel Ianchelevici’s
sculptures photographed by Stephen
Sack

Justitiepaleis

Poelaertplein; 02.512.19.63

Until NOV 21 Corpus Delicti,
contemporary installations, sculpture,
photographs and video by various
artists (www.corpus-delicti.be)

La Fonderie - Brussels Museum of
Labour and Industry

Ransfortstraat 27; 02.410.99.50

Until DEC 7 Sous les palmiers: la
mine (Under the Palm Trees: The
Mine) photographs of miners in
Morocco during the 1960s, by Charles
Henneghien

Le Botanique

Koningstraat 236; 02.226.12.57

Until NOV 30 Habeas Corpus, group
show on the theme of the body, with
contemporary paintings, drawings,
videos and sculpture

Museum voor Architectuur De Loge
Kluisstraat 86; 02.642.24.71,
www.civa.be

Until DEC 21 Belgie 58, drawings,
photographs, documents, furniture
and more showcasing the significant
architectural and decorative forms of
the 1958 style in Belgium

Royal Museum of Art and History
Jubelpark 10; 02.741.72.11

Until MAR 8 Continental Superstar,

16 mechanical organs from the Ghysels
collection, with recreated dance floor,
bar and lighting

Royal Museum of Fine Arts
Regentschapsstraat 3;02.508.32.11,
www.fine-arts-museum.be

Until JAN 4 Meunier in Séville, 80
paintings made in Spain in 1882 and
1883 by 19th-century Belgian artist
Constantin Meunier

Until JAN 18 Landscapes and portraits
by Belgian artist Lismonde

Until JAN 25 Breuk en erfenis
(Separation and Heritage), show
marking the European Union’s French
Presidency, with 1970s works by French
artists

Until FEB 15 CoBrA, major
retrospective on the 60th anniversary of
the foundation of the Cobra movement

Saint Michael and St Gudula
Cathedral

Sinter-Goedeleplein; 02.217.83.45
Until NOV 24 Septiformis, paintings,
photographs, installations and video
work by several artists

Thiiringen Lander Representation in
Brussels

Square Vergote 39; 02.737.04.05

Until NOV 7 European Insights, the
dynastic relations between Belgium and
the duchies of Saxe Coburg and Gotha

Deurle

Museum Dhondt-Dhaenens
Museumlaan 14; 09.282.51.23,
www.museumdd.be

Until NOV 23 CAPMAX, installation
in the museum’s garden by Emilio
Lopez-Menchero

Until NOV 30 Projections and shadow
puppetry by American artist Kara
Walker

Until NOV 30 Photography and
sculpture by Belgian artist Kris Martin

Ghent

Caermersklooster
Vrouwebroersstraat 6; 09.269.29.10
Until DEC 21 Glans en duister (Glossy
and Dark), photographs by Eric
Standaert

Until DEC 21 Harold Lloyd, tribute

to the famous American actor and
director (1893-1971)

Design Museum

Jan Breydelstraat 5; 09.267.99.99

Until JAN 26 100 years Demeyere,
stylish cooking utensils by the Belgian
manufacturer.

Until JAN 26 Retrospective of German
jewellery designer Hermann Jiinger
(1928-2005)

Dr Guislain Museum

Jozef Guislainstraat 43; 09.216.35.95,
www.museumdrguislain.be

Until APR 12 The Game of Madness:
On Lunacy in Film and Theatre,
representations of madness in film,
plays, paintings and contemporary art,
with work by James Ensor, Jan Fabre,
Hugo Claus, Fernand Khnopff and Dirk
Braeckman, among many others

Museum of Fine Arts

Fernand Scribedreef 1 - Citadelpark;
09.240.07.00, www.mskgent.be

Until JAN 18 Giambattista Piranesi,
prints by the Italian architect and artist
(1720-1778)

Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst
(SMAK)

Citadelpark; 09.221.17.03,
www.smak.be

Until JAN 3 Faux Jumeaux (False
Twins), carte blanche to Belgian artist
Michel Francois

Until JAN 18 Anyth_=, paintings by
Werner Mannaers

Until NOV 23 Coming People, work by
young artists

Witte Zaal

Posteernestraat 64; 09.267.96.77,
www.francekunstart.be

Until DEC 6 Moments in Time, show
exploring the relationship between
time, image and the surrounding space

Hasselt

Modemuseum

Gasthuisstraat 11; 011.23.96.21

Until JAN 4 Ten dans gevraagd
(Invitation to Dance), dance costumes
by fashion designers and artists from
1920 to the present day

733

Zuivelmarkt (Beguinage) 33;
011.29.59.60

Until JAN 4 The Great Exhibition
Part 1: Europe, a project by Ives Maes
linking world exhibitions to science
fiction

Maaseik

Maaseik Museum

Lekkerstraat 5; 089.81.92.99

Until MAR 31 The Terracotta Army of
X{ian: Treasures of the First Emperors
of China, 14 life-size sculptures of
warriors from the world-famous
Terracotta Army shown with 200
artefacts from the Qin and Western
Han dynasties

Machelen-Zulte

Het Roger Raveelmuseum

Gildestraat 2-8; 09.381.60.00

Until FEB 22 Ensor & Raveel: Kindred
Spirits, drawings and paintings by the
Belgian artists
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Mechelen

Cultuurcentrum
Minderbroedersgang 5; 015.29.40.00,
www.cultuurcentrummechelen.be
Until NOV 23 Honorons Honoré,
tribute to 19th-century French
caricaturist Honoré Daumier, with
works by contemporary Belgian artists

Meise

Kasteel van Bouchout, Meise
Botanical Garden

Nieuwelaan 38; 02.260.09. 20

Until FEB 1 Plantenportretten (Plant
Portraits), watercolours by the garden’s
illustrators

Ostend

Kunstmuseum Aan Zee

Romestraat 11; 059.50.81.18,
www.pmmk.be

Until DEC 15 In the Cherished
Company of Others, drawings,
sculpture, paintings and installations by
Marc Camille Chaimowicz, shown with
works by international artists

Tervuren

Royal Museum for Central Africa
Leuvensesteenweg 13; 02.769.52.11
Until AUG 31 Omo: People & Design,
Hans Silvester’s photographs of south-
western Ethiopia’s nomadic tribes and
objects from the museum’s collection

Ypres

In Flanders Fields Museum

Grote Markt 34; 057.23.92.75

Until NOV 12 Off the record, work by
artist-in-residence Wendy Morris

Festivals & special events

Antwerp

De Boekenbeurs: Huge annual Flemish
book fair with six themed days and
book signings by dozens of authors,
including Anne Provoost, Dimitri
Verhulst, Kristien Hemmerechts, Lieve
Blancquaert and Tom Naegels

Until NOV 11 at Antwerp Expo, Jan
Van Rijswijcklaan 191

03.260.81.22, www.boekenbeurs.be

De Nachten: Two-day music and
literary festival in association with
Boekenbeurs, featuring authors Arnon
Grunberg and Samir El-Youssef and
performances by Girls in Hawaii,
Arsenal, Els Mondelaers and many
more

Desguinlei 25, www.denachten.be
NOV 7-8 at deSingel, Desguinlei 25,
and Petrol, dHerbouvillekaai 25
www.denachten.be

Bruges

The Messenger: Multidisciplinary
festival on immigration and
international culture with exhibitions,
theatre, dance, film, debates and
readings

Until DEC 10 across Bruges
www.cultuurcentrumbrugge.be

Brussels

BRONK Sfestival: International
performances for children in Dutch and
without dialogue

NOV 8-11 at venues across Brussels
02.219.99.21, www.bronks.be

Brussels Non European Art Fair:
Sculpture, masks, fetishes, weaponry,
jewellery and ethnic objects

NOV 6-9 at Pierre Bergé & Associates,
Grote Zavel 40

02.504.80.30

Het Grote Ongeduld!: Short film
festival presenting all the final works
from the Belgian film schools, followed
by an after-party in Kultuurkaffee

NOV 12 19.00 at the Free University of
Brussels’ Aula Q, Pleinlaan 2
02.629.23.25, www.hetgroteongeduld.be

Homo Universalis: Tijs Goldschmidt
and Joél De Ceulaer discuss biology,
evolution and the role of Darwin, as
well as art and literature (in Dutch)
NOV 6 20:00 at deBuren, Leopoldstraat
6

02.212.19.30, www.deburen.eu
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Get your tickets now for...

u-.'_ i
Creativity World Forum
19-20 November, Lotto Arena,

Antwerp. Register at
www.creativityworldforum.be

Inspiration can strike us at
any moment, but can we
become more creative if we try
harder? “Boost Your Inspiration
Quotient” is the theme of the
fifth Creativity World Forum in
Antwerp, a conference of crea-
tive buzz by pros in business,
the arts, design, media, tech-
nology, policy and communi-
cations. Among several notable
lecturers are Dan Heath, author
of the critically acclaimed
Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas
Survive and Others Die; Steve
Wozniak, co-founder of Apple;
and Monty Python alum John
Cleese (photo), who is now
apparently in the motivational
speaker biz. They are joined by
poets, artists, professors and
entrepreneurs for a complete
experience from all sides of
inventiveness. You will also
have the opportunity to “pimp
up your idea” with the help of
members of the Addict Lab. All
disciplines are welcome, from
cooking to advertising.

Masarat Palestine Festival: Theatre,
dance, debates, poetry, music and film
Until 18 JAN at Halles de Schaerbeek,
Bozar and other locations in Brussels
02.218.21.07, www.halles.be

Working Title Festival: First edition
of festival by WorkSpaceBrussels, with
performances by young international
artists

NOV 8-16 in venues across Brussels
www.kaaitheater.be

65 Years Paul Claes: Tribute to the
Belgian author with Luc Devoldere (in
Dutch)

NOV 7 20.00 at Passa Porta, A
Dansaertstraat 46

02.226.04.54, www.passaporta.be

Leuven

Playground Festival: Performances,
projects and installations by

visual artists, theatre makers and
choreographers

Until NOV 7 at Stuk, Naamsestraat 96
016.32.03.20,
www.playgroundfestival.be

Ostend

Tokyo Drums: Japanese music show
NOV 8 20.00 at Kursaal (Casino),
Monacoplein

0900.69.900, www.musichall.be

Passchendaele

WWTI Anniversary: Commemoration
of the 90th anniversary of the end of
World War One including ceremony at
18.00 followed by torchlit procession
and concert

NOV 10 in and around Passchendaele
www.passchendaele.be
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Jelle Cleymans

Jelle Cleymans is one of the stars of the hit musical Daens
and is also staging his own show — with his mom.

mans, you need to get in line

behind the kids - from wide-
eyed toddlers who saw him on
Ketnet, to blushing teenagers who
remember him from children’s
soap Spring. He's now 23 and
appearing in the smash hit Daens:
The Musical, as well as touring in
Een surfplank naar de maan (A
Surfboard to the Moon), a musi-
cal show for children. He plays
opposite his mother, Karin Jacobs,
whose poems he set to music.
Flanders Today caught up with

If you want to talk to Jelle Cley-

him after the opening show.

How was your opening
night?

It was nice. We noticed it was a
little bit too short. We need to have
five minutes or so more. Other
than that, everything worked. It’s
difficult to make something for
children because they’re so honest.
The minute it's not fun anymore,
they go off fidgeting in their seats
and talking. But there was none of
that.

What’s the show like?

When my sister and I were small,
my mother made up poems,
because we took part in speaking
competitions. It bothered her that
the children always chose the same
poems, so she went off and wrote
her own, which she loved doing -
she used to work with the Royal
Youth Theatre in Antwerp, so she
had a real feel for what children
like to see and hear. We won those
competitions quite often, in part
because the poems were so orig-
inal. For years I said to her, you
ought to do something with these
poems. Then I got the idea to take
some and set them to music.

Most people know me from
Spring, that's pop music for chil-
dren and young people. I wanted
to make a different kind of music
for children because Springis really
commercial. I wanted to make
music with acoustic guitar, double
bass, accordion, with everything
sounding really folky. I think we've
succeeded in that. It's not kids’
music, its childrens poems set to
music, and the two go together
really nicely.

You're doing this while
appearing in Daens, and the
two are very different.

It’s funny to be playing one evening
for 1,800 people and then do a chil-
dren’s’ show for 60. In the last few
years, I've mostly worked for chil-
dren, so Daens is something else -
really for adults. I was a bit anxious
about that, in case people might
not accept that there was someone
in the show who had performed
mostly for kids. It's been a great
challenge for me to play in such a
production.

Daens is a really Flemish story,
and this is the first time in Flanders
a musical has been put on with
only Flemish actors. Normally
there are Dutch people who come
here to work, but not for this. I
also think it would be difficult for
this show to travel to the Nether-
lands because, while every Flem-
ing knows the story, if tomorrow
I were to mention the Priest Daens

in the Netherlands, nobody would
know what I was talking about. I
think it’s too Flemish.

Do you have ambitions
outside of Flanders? The
West End or Broadway, for
instance?

If T have any international ambi-
tion, it's about the Netherlands. I
have a love of the Dutch language.
I write lyrics, always in Dutch.
I like to sing in Dutch, I feel
comfortable, it suits me perfectly.
I can never remember English
lyrics, and I've got a terrible accent
in English. Of course you can take
lessons to get over that. But I just
don’t have the feeling I'm bringing
anything to the lyrics.

I just thought, you're
someone who started

very early, full of energy,
always busy with two or
three things at a time. Isn’t
Flanders a little small for
you?

If you could add in the Nether-
lands, that would be okay. Its a
tough question. You ask, would
you like to play Broadway; yeah,
the desire is certainly there, but to
make that a reality is the difficult
part. We Flemings are by nature
less explorer types; we go off less
often than other people in Europe
in search of adventure.

You're on stage with your
mom, and your dad is you
booking agent. How is it to
work with them?

Great fun. We have a really friendly
relationship, which I thinkis neces-
sary if you work together so much.
Whenever I accept a project, I call
them immediately to ask what they
think or how I should approach it.
It’s great to do something like that
with your parents.

You grew up in a showbiz
family.

My father is a musician, and my
mother is an actress and singer.
When they were still married they

had a band that toured all over
Flanders. My dad played with
[Flemish singer] Guido Belcanto
and for years with [children’s char-
acters] Samson and Gert. My
mother worked a lot in the theatre
and a lot on TV, so I was brought
up in that world. I fell into the pot
when I was young, like Obelix.
And my sister, too. She plays piano,
she’s into theatre and films.

Were they showbiz parents,
pushing you on to follow in
their footsteps?

On the contrary. In those days,
if we got a request to take part
in something, my parents would
first of all ask, is that really what
you want to do? We had to stay
in school and study at the same
time, so wed be asked, how are
you going to combine this job
with homework, with exams. Are
you ready to give up a huge part
of your free time? And one rule
was, you can do whatever you like,
but if your schoolwork is suffer-
ing, that’s the end of it. And that
worked, because then you know
why you have to do your best in
school - because you want to carry
on doing those things! I think that
was a good rule.

What do the children think
of our new beard? I was a bit
shocked when I saw you. It’s
not the look we’re used to.

It's for Daens. I've had some reac-
tions, but Daens is really alive in
Flanders right now, and people
know what I'm working on, and
they automatically make the
connection. My girlfriend likes it;
that’s the most important thing.
Interview by Alan Hope

Daens runs until 13 December
at Antwerpen X. Surfplank naar
de maan plays a number of dates
throughout Flanders into next year.
See  http://tinyurl.com/jelle-dates
for tickets.

online
www.jellecleymans.com

THE LAST WORD

what they’re saying in Flanders

Tough fimes ahead

“This temporary government is unable

to find an agreement on broad lines of
principle. If we don't make some fough
choices in the months to come, there'll be
no point going on into 2011."

Karel De Gucht
Belgian foreign minister in an
interview with La Libre Belgique

Dangerous driving?

“Do | blame anyone for what happened?
Yes. The driver of the bus. Its irresponsible
to drive so fast. We are going to discuss the
possibility of taking legal steps.”

Relative of tourists involved in a
bus crash in Egypt, in which six
Belgians died

Leaving Belgium

“I've been here for a year and a half now,
and I'd really like fo have stayed longer.
Belgians are impressive, diplomatic and
friendly. They never get angry. I've never
heard a raised voice since | was here.”

Sam Fox
US Ambassador to Belgium
preparing to pack his bags

CreativityWorldForum BrusselsJazz

Orchestra

WeekvandeSmaak Radioboeken

next week in Flanders Today



